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Environmental 
protection in Budapest
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Protecting our 
environment

The Municipality of Budapest is committed to improving the sta­
tus of environment in the city. Over the past few years a number 
of measures were taken that are aimed at establishing a healthy 
environment. The status of the components of the environment and 
the processes and impacts affecting them must be analysed before 
the right actions can be defined. Consequently, the Municipality of 
Budapest prepares an environmental assessment of the city each 
year, reviewing the changes taking place in the condition of each 
environmental component in Budapest over the past few years and 
decades.

The purpose of this publication is to briefly and clearly present the 
main achievements and findings of the environmental assessment 
to the local residents, employees and visitors of the city and to every- 
one - non-Hungarian speakers in particular - who are interested in 
Budapest.

Learn more
The annual environmental 
assessments are available in 
Hungárián at budapest.hu.

Following a general description of the city, the publication describes 
the environmental status of Budapest through the various compo­
nents of the environment and the factors affecting it. In each chap- 
ter the characteristics and achievements of the city are presented 
through international comparisons. In addition, we also present ma­
jor or exemplary and progressive measures already completed or still 
in progress in Budapest.

ratio of 
protected areas

. 7%

46%

ratio of 
individual car 

traffic

per capita 
public park area

. 6 m2

ratio of pop- 
ulation affected 
by the noise of 

road traffic

< 33% y

degree of 
connection

99,2%

thermal wells

59 db

remediation 
successf u lly closed 

.74 db

per capita 
CO2 emission

number of clean 
days of PM10

302days

capita municipal
waste

358 kg

annual per

Significant indicators of Budapest's environmental status, based on 
the detailed status assessment's data of 2017
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Budapest in a nutshell

Budapest

area: 525 km2
population: 1.752.704 inhabitants (15th in Europe) 
population density: 3.338 inhabitants/km2
GDP per person: 22.900 EUR/inhabitant 
territorial subdivisions: 23 districts

Hungary

area: 93.030 km2 (18th in Europe)
population: 9.778.370 inhabitants (19th in Europe) 
population density: 105.1 inhabitants/km2 (19th in Europe) 
GDP per person: 12.673 EUR/inhabitants 
territorial subdivisions: 19 counties + capital

Budapest in International comparison

Population (people)

Budapest

Barcelona

Belgrade

Vienna

Bucharest

Munich

Prague

Warsaw

1.753.000

ttttttttttttttt#
1.620.000

ttttftttttfl
1.167.000

1.899.000

tttttttttttttttttttttt
2.218.000

ttttftttttftttl
1.456.000

ttttttttttttt
1.301.000

tttttttttttttttttl
1.756.000

Area (km2)

525

982

360

415

311

496

517

240
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• Barcelona

Population density (person/km2)

wttttl
3.338

iül
1.649

itiiitl_______
3.242

twttttttt_______
4.576

9.242

twttttttl_______
4.681

iiiii
2.623

itítíti
3.414

GDP (EUR/person)

«««©
22.900

««((«©
27.800

n.d.

««««(«««©
48.300

«««©
21.800

cacaacaaacaaca©
72.600

«««««©
33.600

«««««©
32.100

5



Key events of Budapest's history

i£

Hungarian conquest of the 
Carpathian Basin

The Hungarian tribes occu- 
pied territories to the west 
from the Danube in 900.

The capital of the Hungarian 
kingdom

By the beginning of the 15th 
century Buda became a per- 
manent royal court, with ger- 
man majority of population.
Pest, the hungarian-speaking 
city, became the center of 
the agricultural trade.

Enlightenment in the Habsburg 
Empire

Buda, Óbuda and especially 
Pest began to develop in the 
Habsburg Empire adopting 
new settlers, civilians and 
craftsmen.

I i IX XIII XVIII
Roman period Tatar invasion and the new city The period of Ottoman rule

The written history of the 
territory of Budapest began 
with Aquincum, a Roman 
military base, founded on the 
western bank of the River 
Danube around 89 A.D. (the 
territory is currently used by 
Óbuda).

In 1241-42 the Mongols 
destroyed Pest and Óbuda. 
Some years later, a new city, 
the historical center of to- 
day's city was created which 
became the principal city of 
the country and sometimes 
royal court.

From 1526, but mainly in 1686 
every part of today's city 
suffered heavy war dam- 
ages. The population was 
exchanged several times in 
Buda.
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Revolution and freedom fight

The revolution broke out in 
Pest on 15 March 1848, Pest 
became the seat of the par- 
liament and the Hungarian 
government. The war ended 
in the summer of 1849 result- 
ed by the Russian interven- 
tion supported Habsburgs.
Buda suffered heavy damag- 
es in the course of war.

World War II

In 1944-45 the city suffered 
unprecented damages, hun- 
dreds of thousands of people 
lost their lives. The world 
wars interrupted the devel- 
opment of the city; during 
WW II a large number of 
public and residential build- 
ings, the bridges and also the 
Buda Castle were destroyed.

From the change of the 
political system to date

The population of Budapest 
was diminishing from the 
change of the political sys- 
tem in 1989 until the recent 
past and, simultaneously, 
similarly to other large 
European cities, the former 
structure of industry was also 
transformed and the service 
sector became dominant. 
These days Budapest is the 
most advanced area in the 
country and is a major city in 
Central Europe.

XIX I XX IXXI
The age of reforms The period of the Dualism Age of communism

Primarily, as a result of a 
national movement (between 
1825-1848), the cities became 
the centre of literary and 
intellectual life. That was the 
time when the Chain Bridge 
and the Hungarian National 
Museum were constructed, 
that became the emblems of 
the development of the cities 
in the country and on both 
sides of the Danube.

After the Austro-Hungarian 
Compromise of 1867, result- 
ing from the merger of Buda, 
Pest and Óbuda, Budapest 
was created in 1873 and it 
became one of the capital 
cities of the Monarchy. Sig- 
nificant constructions of the 
period were the Royal Palace 
of Buda, the Parliament, the 
Andrássystreet with the un- 
derground, and the bridges.

'Great Budapest' was estab- 
lished in 1950 and, as a result 
of another major demo- 
graphic boom, population get 
over 2 million in 1980. As a 
result, large housing estates 
were built across Budapest 
from the 1960ies.
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